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Angel Investors: Who They Are & When Are They Appro priate 

By Dani Martin 

Angel investors are individuals who invest in emerg ing busi-
ness ventures. Angels typically provide both capita l and know

-how to companies who are in either their start-up or expan-

sion phases. To reflect the increased risk of inves ting in 

such firms, angels seek a higher rate of return ver sus tradi-

tional public stock investments. 

 

Angel investors fulfill the financing need that exi sts be-
tween capital provided by friends and family and ca pital pro-

vided by venture capitalists. Individual angel inve stors of-

ten write checks from $25,000 to $100,000. Recently , angel 

investing has become more organized, and angel grou ps often 

invest from $250,000 to $500,000 at a time to deser ving ven-

tures. 

 

Angel investors often have similar financing criter ia as ven-

ture capitalists. They want to see proprietary inte llectual 

property, a large market size, management team memb ers with 

expertise and experience, and a current valuation t hat allows 

for a good return on investment. 

 

In identifying and attracting an angel investor, co mpanies 

should seek angel groups that are located in their region. 
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For instance, the Tech Coast Angels have funded ove r 85 

Southern California-based companies since 1997. Whe n seeking 

individual angel investors, it is critical to netwo rk in or-
der to create a personal connection between yoursel f and the 

angel. Also, ideally the individual has experience within 

your specific field so he/she can provide industry contacts 

and operational expertise in addition to capital. 

 

Since its inception, Business Plan has developed ov er 200 business plans. Growthink clients have colle c-
tively raised over $750 million in financing, launc hed numerous new product and service lines and gain ed 
competitive advantage and market share. Growthink h as become the firm of choice for venture capital fi rms, 

angel investors, corporations and entrepreneurs in the know. For more information please visit http://
www.growthink.com 
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Angel Investor Advice  

By Eric Morris   

For entrepreneurs who are looking for an angel inve stor to 

help them with their capitalization needs, one of t he most 

difficult things to do is to actually meet with an angel in-
vestor and present his or her business plan. Howeve r, there 

are a number of things that an entrepreneur should bear in 

mind with regard to angel investors so that he will  not have 

to worry too much about what will happen during the  meeting. 

Before the meeting 

One of the first things that entrepreneurs should b ear in 

mind is that even before an angel investor agrees t o meet 

with him or her, the angel investor probably alread y has an 

idea of who he or she is. This is because of the fa ct that 

angel investors make it a point to "screen" who the y meet 

with, and, as much as possible, they want to be int roduced to 

entrepreneurs by a trusted friend or relative so th at they 
would have a "reference." This is because they want  to meet 

with entrepreneurs whom they can have confidence in  and 

trust. 

If an angel investor is a family friend or was intr oduced by 

a friend or a relative, it would be good to hold a "pre-

negotiation meeting" before the big meeting by invi ting the 

investor to gatherings or parties. This is because doing so 

can allow the entrepreneur and the investor to get to know 

each other better before the meeting, which can als o serve as 

a good opportunity to make a good first impression.  
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During the meeting 

During the big meeting, an entrepreneur can build o n the 

first impression that he has made by coming to the meeting 
prepared to effectively present his business concep t and to 

answer any questions that the investor may have. To  be able 

to do so, he or she must prepare a good business pl an and 

bring some very important tools like a calculator, which can 

help him assess his business needs given the differ ent op-

tions he would be presented with during the meeting . In case 

the investor agrees to invest, it would be a good i dea to 

draw up a letter of intent. However, if the investo r is a 

friend or a close family friend, a simple verbal ag reement 

and a handshake would suffice before the papers are  prepared. 

To help relieve some of the anxiety that an entrepr eneur goes 

through in looking for an angel investor, there are  a number 
of ways by which he or she can make the meeting wit h an in-

vestor more pleasant. Some of these include holding  a "pre-

negotiation" meeting and preparing well for the mee ting in 

order to leave a good impression with an investor a nd in-

crease the chances of signing an investment deal. 

 

Angel Investors provides detailed information on An gel Investors, Find Angel Investors, Angel Investor  
Networks, Angel Investor Groups and more. Angel Inv estors is affiliated with Venture Capital Investing . 

 

Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Er ic_Morris 
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Review of the WII  

By  

Smell Timmons 

 

I came from a long line of game players, and just r ecently 

bought a Wii. I can tell you it was a hit right fro m the 

start. A game council that brings the whole family together?! 

What can be better? It even gives you a chance to e xercise in 

the process. It was a smash for my family. My dad p lays it 

too, and he is a grandpa! We haven't got past bowli ng yet; 

one out of the five games that comes with it free. Plus, 

every one gets to make their own character. The Wii  also 

comes with cordless controls. Any Gamer or not has to love 

that. Basically, if it can bring my family together , than it 

can bring any family together � 
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Interview with Lisa Steinke  

Lisa is an artist and writer whose work is not just  beautiful 

and literate but also attempts to make a difference  in peo-
ple’s lives. She espouses a positive world view not  by ignor-

ing the realities of the world but by embracing the m and 

helps us all to do the same. 

 

How did you get started in your creative endeavors?  

 I've been a paid artist since I was in high school . I guess 

the answer would be forever and a day as I don't kn ow how I 

would do anything else. 

 You write and draw. Which do you find easier to ex press 

yourself in and on projects that have both involved  where do 

you start with the words or the images? 

 

 I think it's easier to write. It just seems to flo w from me. 

In the dual projects, I will usually do the artwork  first. 

It's a part of my processing; I'm usually meditatin g on the 

conversation that goes with it. By the time I'm fin ished with 

the work, the words just spill out. 
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 You travel to sell your items. What is the best an d worst 

part of “working” a show or convention? Do you have  a favor-

ite one you attend regularly? 

 The best part of working a show is by far the peop le and the 

experience of the show itself. Who I get to know an d meet and 

coming face to face with the people who enjoy my wo rk and are 

impacted by what I have to say. 

 The worst? Partying at night and having to deal in  the morn-

ing with a bit "too much fun" and still be professi onal in-

stead of holed up in bed trying to get the world to  stop 

spinning. 

 The best show I have done by FAR is Faerieworlds. I love the 

atmosphere and energy and it's just freaking' fun!!  That the 

one that is hard to leave 

Have you ever had a time when you had to look at yo ur own 
projects to keep up a positive spirit? Is there any thing else 

you do on a daily basis to help? 

 Ha,ha..grin...that's a funny situation. There are days I 

read my writing and think to myself "who's writing this 

stuff!". I definitely have down moments. That is wh ere my 

writing and art is sprung from. Dealing in reality and get-

ting from that darker place back into the light aga in. I try 

to ensure that EVERYTHING I write is authentic. Not  blowing 

smoke just to make a buck if you know what I mean. 
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 The fun part is when I'm working on something that  deals 

with an older piece and I'm struggling with it, the  writing 

and piece itself will talk right to me. So the best  thing I 
can possibly do in a down mood is work and read my own stuff. 

 To stay in a better frame of mind I have a few tec hniques. 

One is to read inspiring works in the morning when I have my 

coffee. Before the day starts. Just finished the Al chemist. 

Great read for anyone interested. Easy too. Or Sidd hartha, 

that is a major inspiration.  

 The second is to write. I do automatic writing at night be-

fore bed. And what is written is so empowering for me that I 

find myself going back to read what was written bef ore and at 

this point, enjoy that more than the self help book s I own. 

 The final technique for me is to check my gratitud e level. 

If I really slump, I know I am not acknowledging wh at has 
been given me in my life and am too focused on what  I think 

is not working. (Which usually IS working in the bi gger pic-

ture but not what I WANT to see at the moment). 

Do you have any advice for artists who want to try and make a 

living from their creations? 

  

Do I have advice...lol...you asked for it! 

DO NOT LET ANYONE TELL YOU IF YOU ARE GOOD ENOUGH. Being a 

successful artist is not determined wholly by techn ique. In 
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fact if you really look around at some of the most famous, 

they really struggled because their technique was s o differ-

ent and not what was expected.  

 BE YOU. People don't want you to be throwing work against 

the wall because of what you see in the market. The y love 

raw, uncensored, passion. It will crawl right off t he canvas 

if you are honest with your relationship to your wo rk. The 

more fun you have doing your artwork for YOU the mo re your 

audience will resonate with it. 

 DON'T GIVE UP. A friend in the entertainment indus try told 

me once that the actors that really made it were th e ones who 

did not get distracted and did not give up. Last ma n standing 

wins. With the industry being so inundated with art ists these 

days giving up would be the easy thing to DO. But t rust me 

when I say, not the easy thing to LIVE WITH. 

  I saw on your website that besides your projects that you 

are also an inspirational speaker? Is there any oth er things 

you would like to tackle in life that you haven’t?  

 Actually, if I could wave a magic wand and do anyt hing in 

the world? I would be in musical theater. (Hence th e message 

up above). I just got a keyboard and am trying to f igure out 

how to get it to work with my computer so I can put  my own 

music up on my MySpace page. When I was younger, an d still 

now, I sang and wrote my own 
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songs. But I got scared and gave up when it got har d. If I'd 

only known then what I know now. But it’s never too  late. It 

may just not look like I originally envisioned it. 

If people want more info or to pick up some of your  art or 

items where should they go? 

You can get the items for sale that I create on my website: 

www.Thefaeriegathering.com. 

To see my latest work that has not been released fo r sale, 

just hit up my MySpace page. That will give you a g limpse of 

what is next. 

http://www.myspace.com/nykkifae   



����Paper Dragon Ink �������� �
���	
���������������
���	
���������������
���	
���������������
���	
�������������� ����

CORPORATION 187  

“New Comers Of Sin " 

You can not keep this band down. They haven't stepp ed on 
stage since May 22nd, 2004 but they are back with v engeance. 

One of the most relentless bands in the business to day have 

come back from Linkoping, the thrash ballers are he re to pave 

a new name to the scene, of Swedish Thrash Metal"  This 11 

song album is face ripping.  

The raw in your face vocals, the battery from drums , and the 

riffing attack combine  together to pump you up . O ne song 

leads into each other flawlessly giving way to some thing new. 

The album name speaks for itself. "New Comers of Si n” Is one 

of the best I’ve heard in years its on par with SLA YER's 

"Hell Awaits” and I can’t wait to listen to it agai n! 

  

Over all rating  . 

5 out of 5 Blades. 

  

Scarlet Garden  

”Decade of Decadence"  

  

This band is formed out out Tokyo , Japan by 5 memb ers on   

Vocal: Asa 

Guitar: Kelly 
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Guitar: Hideki 

Bass: Hiro 

Drums: Thunder     

 This EP   is  six song  of original works ! 

1. Decade of Decadence 

2. Sentimental Beast 

3. Religion is Dead 

4. Beyond the Gates 

5. Butterfy 

6. The End of The Moments 

  

The Guitar work is incredible it works so great wit h 

the death metal singing and the name Thunder fits t he drum-

mer.  I can't pick one to be the one they are all g reat. If I 

go to Japan I got to see them live. The melodies th at I 
waited for so long for to here in metal from metal years and 

years ago are back. "Beyond the Gates" is a testame nt to 

the insane melodies. They are the real deal metal p roving it 

with their non stop skill on the fret-board. Dramat ic Death 

Metal is here and there name is Scarlet Garden!!!!!  Go get 

there EP its one for every metal fan to have don't waste time 

get it NOW!!! 

  

http://www.myspace.com/scarletgardenjapan  

  

scarletgarden.com/ 
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Cirkus interview 

So there is nothing I like better then getting turn ed on to a 

new film or sound that I have never heard before. I t’s rare 
that you get to check something out without a bunch  of pre-

conceived notions from what came before. So when I got di-

rected to listen to Cirkus I was quietly hopeful. A nd I did 

not get disappointed.  

The band has got good licks with lyrics that have m eaning and 

resonance on Everlong lasting but they aren’t afrai d just to 

rock on tracks like deceiver.  

They were kind enough to share a few moments of the ir time to 

talk about their music and the future of the band.  

 

So how did the band get started and what made you p ick Cirkus 

as the name?  

 

RIC: Well, A drinkin' fellowship. We met and starte d jammin' 

together.  

In the start some people had to go in order for the  band to 

grow then new blood took their place`s and pumped m ore gaso-

line into the fire. 

Inspiring guitar licks mixed with Roux'ds dirty wor ds and 

great melody lines is what caught my attention for the first 

time 
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When I walked into the CIRKUS tent and decided to t ake over 

the drumming task of carrying this band. 

About the name CIRKUS, it's not just a name, not a choice, 
just the way we are as people and our lifestyle. 

With us every damn day is a CIRKUS show ..  

What bands did you guys draw inspiration from growi ng up and 

starting in music? 

RIC: The thing that makes CIRKUS special is that al l the mem-

bers have so many different perspectives on music.  

I see you guys took a tour California, what was the  high 

point and is there any difference between crowds in  Europe 

and America? 

RIC: yeah, the touring in California has without a doubt 

taken us to another level and has helped us to grow . 

The crowd`s responses in Europe is not that much di fferent to 
US but if we're talking the little mellow country o f Sweden 

it's a another thing. 

Here people don't let loose unless everybody else d oes the 

same. Or with a lot of alcohol in your veins of cou rse. 

When you guys are writing the songs is it a group e ndeavor or 

do you each work out your ideas and bring them to g roup? 

RIC: It's different from time to time but mostly on e of us 

has chord structure, melody or a beat to that we al l decide 

to try out and then we throw it against the wall an d see if 

it sticks or slides down like cheap wallpaper. 
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What was the worst job you guys had before you coul d make a 

living playing music? 

RIC: Can we say all? None of us has had that much o f time on 
earth to try out that many different jobs so unempl oyed must 

be the worst, And also to find a part-time job so y ou can 

play music to.  

What is next milestone you want to reach with your music? 

RIC: Haven't really thought about that, we’re now r eleasing 

our first full length Album in May/June. Then it's all about 

having fun,  

 We plan to give the world a real CIRKUS performanc e and see 

where this road will take us.   

If people want to pick up the albums or get more in fo about 

the band where should they go?  

RIC: Click on to www.cirkusmusic.se or www.myspace. com/
cirkusmusic for info. The new cd will be released t hrough 

NIGHTMARE DISTRIBUTION and available everywhere in the world 

so look out for that and our back catalogue you can  check out 

our websites for more info where to buy them rockin g tunes.  

Also we're at this moment in the process of buildin g a web-

shop on our www.cirkusmusic.se webpage So stay tune d. Its 

been a pleasure chatting as we say in the CIRKUS  

WELCOME TO THE SHOW 
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Amelia Rules! – Comics and Stories:  

“The Things I Cannot Change” 

“Specifically Next Tuesday” 

Written by: Jimmy Gownley 

Art by:  Jimmy Gownley 

Publisher:  Renaissance Press 

Cover Price:  FREE 

Review by: Lou Paduano 

A perennial favorite of mine on Free Comic Book Day  is Amelia 

Rules by Jimmy Gownley and Renaissance Press. It ha s been a 

mainstay of the comic event for the past several ye ars.  Two 

main stories make up this year’s free issue, but th at’s not 

all, the book is full of bonus material and story p ages. 

  

In “The Things I Cannot Change” Amelia finds out at  a Catho-
lic school dinner dance that her friend Joan’s fath er’s im-

pending departure for the Armed Forces.  For a come dic book 

this subject could have been a complete tonal chang e, but 

Gownley makes it work by never losing sight of the fact that 

the entire event is occurring from Amelia’s perspec tive. He 

focuses not on the event that the father is leaving  for, but 

on Joan’s turmoil and her friends’ assistance in ge tting 

through it.  This book is about friendship, first a nd fore-

most, and Gownley keeps that in mind with the backd rop of 

this very emotional event in the life of one of the  support-
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ing characters.  The inclusion of Rhonda and her co nstant 

ability to stick her foot in her mouth when speakin g helped 

keep the conversation lighter, while still addressi ng Joan’s 
feelings as well as how her father’s departure woul d affect 

them all.  

“Specifically Next Tuesday” explores Amelia and Rho nda’s in-

creasing unpopularity at school as they attempt to explain 

the social structure of the school to Joan.  This w as a much 

lighter story in tone with a great opening and Rhon da’s one 

person drama revolving around the fruit salad serve d at 

lunch.  Top notch hilarity from start to finish on this sec-

ond piece offered by Gownley.   

Both of these stories feature fantastic art by Gown ley as 

well.  Every character is unique and identifiable.  The pages 

are simple but contain just enough detail to make i t flow 
from panel to panel.  Gownley has a very expression istic and 

cartoony style, but he is able to mix in some nice quiet mo-

ments in the panels focused on Joan as she deals wi th her fa-

ther’s departure.   

This is the perfect jumping on point for this serie s with 

both stories serving as the foundation for larger t ales 

forthcoming.  Plus, there is a ton more Amelia Rule s fun 

crammed into this free issue.  Next time you are in  the shop 

ask your retailer if they have any copies left beca use every-

one needs to have some all ages’ fun.   

Great Read!!  
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Ann Aguirre Interview  

Ann Aguirre is a writer that tells a story that is compelling 

with and filled with witty heroines who are usually  in over 
their heads. She has two science fiction novels sta rring 

Sirantha Jax a pilot with the rare genetic gift to jump ships 

through grimspace and a new urban fantasy series co ming out 

in 2009 about Corine, a girl with a gift for psycho metry. She 

agreed to take time to share details on her project s and her 

thoughts on writing. 

 

For those unfamiliar with your work could you give a basic 

introduction to your two series?  

 

The Jax series is romantic science fiction. Readers  liken it 

to science fiction television shows that are strong ly charac-
ter driven in addition to the action. I tried to ba lance the 

relationships with the adventure.  

 

The Corine Solomon series is urban fantasy, and the  main 

character possesses the gift of psychometry. She's running 

away from her old life at the start of the first bo ok, but 

she gets dragged back in, preventing her from enjoy ing the 

peace and quiet she'd really prefer. The books will  have an 

extended romantic subplot, but Corine will receive a happily 

ever after by the end of the series.  

 

 
I saw on your website that you write three thousand  words a 
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day. Do you have trouble maintaining that amidst fa mily, 

friends and outside concerns. Do you ever run into writer’s 

block? 
 

Sometimes it can be difficult, but when I'm draftin g a book, 

I do my best to stay on schedule. The work needs to  be done. 

No, I don't believe in writer's block for me. Somet imes I 

feel lazy and I don't want to do my work, but I mak e myself 

get the job done.  

 

 

Do you plot your books extensively prior to sitting  down at 

the keyboard or do you come up with the details of the story 

on the fly. Have characters ever taken you down pat hs you had 

not planned? 
 

I just write the book. No plotting. I do come up wi th details 

on the fly. Characters are always doing unexpected things.  

 

 

Grimspace and Blue Diablo have very different chara cters and 

settings; do you have trouble switching gears when you are 

working on both of them? 

 

I don't work on them simultaneously. I finish one p roject be-

fore starting another.  

 
You recently got signed by Ace do you have any advi ce on 
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breaking into the biz?  

 

Get a good agent.  
 

 

What is your most and least favorite words? 

Most of my favorite words I've made up for cursing purposes 

and shouldn't be reposted here. I'm not fond of, "W e just 

don't love this project enough to buy it."  

 

 

If people want more information about you or your b ooks where 

should they go? 

 

www. annaguirre. com  
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 Stargate Infinity review 

By Douglas Lentes 

 I must be getting old I am falling behind in my Sa turday 
morning cartoons.  So I was unaware that they had s tarted a 

new animated chapter of the cult hit stargate. Rece ntly the 

complete first series was released on DVD and I had  a chance 

to catch up.  I had been a fan of the movie as well  as SG1 

and stargate Atlantis so I was curious to see what new direc-

tion they had taken.  The creators of Stargate took  some 

steps to make sure that while they still use the sa me uni-

verse that the story is unique and kid friendly. Th e story 

takes place a hundred years after SG1 and the war w ith the 

Goa'uld is over and a new peace has come over the g alaxy.  

The peace is shattered by the invasion of a new rac e of rep-

tilian aliens seeking to uncover the secrets of the  Ancients 
in an attempt to conquer the universe.   The hero o f the se-

ries is a team commander who is framed as a traitor  and es-

capes through the stargate with a team of teenage t eammates 

in an effort to prove his innocence and stop the al iens.   

The animation was good but not great and will not p ass the 

muster of people used to Akira or most cutting edge  Animie 

but the stories are imaginative and perfectly suite d for 

children as entertainment and they even try to incl ude some 

life lessons without being too pushy about it. All in all it 

is a great start for kids on their way to being fan s of sci-

ence fiction.   
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